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Following is an annotated listing of key resources (both print
and Web-based) for parents, teachers, and students who
want to learn more about learning disorders and gifted indi-
viduals who have learning disabilities. Please note that there
are MANY resources available and that this compilation pres-
ents only a few seminal works in the field.

Books for Parents
Davis, R. D., & Braun, E. M. (1997). Gift of dyslexia: Why some of

the smartest people can't read and how they can learn. New
York: Perigee Trade.

In this book, Davis reveals how dyslexia may be linked to
uncommonly high levels of intelligence, creativity, and imag-
ination and outlines a plan anyone can use to help them-
selves or others conquer this disability.

Levine, M. (1992). All kinds of minds: A young student's book
about learning abilities and learning disorders. Cambridge,
MA: Educators Publishing Service.

This book was written for children in the elementary grades
to help them understand how they learn, and specifically,
how weaknesses make learning difficult and how strengths
can improve their learning skills. The book focuses on stories
of five children, who each have at least one learning disor-
der.

Guyer, B. P. (2000). Pretenders: Gifted people who have difficulty
learning. Homewood, IL: High Tide Press.

This book tells the stories of eight adults who have achieved
success in their careers and in their daily lives by overcom-
ing the incredible obstacles created by learning disabilities.

7tvice-Exceptional and special populations of gifted students,
Volume 7 (Essential Readings in Gifted Education) (2004). S.
Baum & S. M. Reis (Eds.). Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage
Publications.

This book highlights gifted students who are at risk because
of learning disabilities, gender issues, and/or economical dis-
advantages.

Books for Teachers
Students with both gifts and learning disabilities: Identification,

assessment, and outcomes (Neuropsychology and Cognition,
Volume 25) (2004). T. M. Newman & R. J. Sternberg (Eds.) New
York: Kluwer Academic/Plenum Publishers.

This book provides the reader with a broader concept of the
gifted/LD learner including students with gifts in other
domains who would benefit from being identified and hav-
ing their talents nurtured. Students with Both Gifts and
Learning Disabilities provides ideas for educators, parents,
and students and proposes questions to be answered by
researchers.

Cline, S., & Schwartz, D. (1999). Diverse populations of gifted chil-
dren: Meeting their needs in the regular classroom and beyond.
Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson Education.

This book focuses on helping teachers identify and plan for
gifted children from special populations, including children
with disabilities, minorities, learning disabled, preschoolers,
the exceptionally gifted, gifted females, and underachievers.
This book examines how teachers can help these students
reach their potential.

Counseling gifted and talented children: A guide for teachers,
counselors, and parents (1991). R. M. Milgram (Ed.).
Westport, CT'1 Greenwood Publishing.

This book is designed to give counselors, classroom teachers,
gifted education specialists, and parents an understanding of
the academic and social-personal needs of gifted and talent-
ed students, awareness of ways to help these children, and
an introduction to the available guidance strategies and
materials. Several topics discussed include gifted girls, pre-
school gifted, disadvantaged gifted, and learning-disabled
gifted.
Silverman, L. K. (2002). Upside-down brilliance: The visual-spa-

tial learner. Denver, CO: DeLeon.
This book provides useful information for parents and edu-
cators who wish to learn about the complexities of brilliant,
but academically challenged, minds. The author introduces
the concept of visual-spatial learners, explaining how to
identify these learners and how to both teach and assess
these students. This book also discusses the challenge of par-
enting a visual-spatial learner.

Books for Students
Abeel, S. (1994). Reach for the moon. Duluth, MN: Pfeifer-

Hamilton.
Reach for the Moon is a book of poetry and art that depicts a
13 year-old's (Samantha) journey of self-discovery.
Samantha has a learning disability in math and cannot
understand tasks such as telling time or making change from
money. Samantha's mother and teacher help her discover
her talent of writing and encourage her to express herself
through poetry.

Cummings, R. W., & Fisher, G. L. (1991). The school survival
guide for kids with LD: Ways to make learning easier and more
fun. Minneapolis, MN: Free Spirit.

This book written for children ages eight and up uses illus-
trations, reminders, and demonstrations to explain tasks that
can help students with learning disabilities. Topics include
how to get organized; ways to be a better learner; how to
handle testing; and tips for doing better in reading, writing,
spelling, and math. Other helpful tips include how to get
help from adults, ways to keep school cool, and how to stick
up for yourself.

Lee, C. M., & Jackson, R. F. (1992). Faking it: A look into the
mind of a creative learner, Portsmouth, NH: Boynton/Cook
Publishers.
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This story is a true account of the academic struggles the
author faced as he "faked it" through school, until he met
author Rosemary Jackson in his college learning disabilities
adult clinic. This book tells the story of how Chris overcomes
his struggles as a student with learning disabilities in written
expression. Chris soon found that "faking it" did not work in
college and Rosemary helped him discover ways to recognize
and deal with his problem. After graduating from college, Chris
had lost his need for "faking it" and wrote this book to share
his story with other students.

Polacco, P. (1998). Thank you, Mr. Falker. New York: Philomel
Books.

This book tells the story of Trisha, a girl who has trouble read-
ing and gets teased in the classroom because she is different.
By the fifth grade, Thisha still cannot read until Mr. Falker
comes along and proves her wrong! This story shows how a
teacher's dedication and a student's persistence can work
together to overcome the odds.

Web Sites for Teachers and Parents
Council for Exceptional Children (CEC)
http://www.cec.sped.org/
Coordinated Campaign for Learning Disabilities (CCLD)
http://www.aboutld.org/

Learning Disabilities Online
http://www.ldonline.org/

Learning Disabilities Association of America (LDA)
http://www.ldanafl.org/

Web Sites for Students
Kid Zone
http://www.ldonline.org/kidzone/kidzone.html

LD Teens organization
www.ldteens.org

National Geographic for Kids
www.nationalgeographic.com/kids/
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Call Pearson Assessments at 800.627.7271,
ext. 3292, for a free sample.
For more information, visit our web site at
www.pearsonassessments.com/tests/basi.htm

The nationally normed BASIf (Basic Achievement Skills
Inventory) series helps give you precise, In-depth diagnostic
information about your students' academic strengths and
weaknesses. The BASI series is ideal for initial and triennial
special education evaluations under the new IDEA guidelines.

The BASI series offers:

* Current, standards-based content covering math,
reading and language skills

* Easy administration with many options-on-screen or
paper and pencil with any or all subtests

* Self- or group-administration, which saves valuable time
"* Parallel forms for accurate progress tracking and measuring

RTI (response to intervention)
"* Instant on-screen results and data export
* Detailed reports to guide remediation and

facilitate IEP writing
* Free Parent's Reports

"BASI" Is a trademark of NOS Pearson, Inc. A40, 903-ED, 07/05

56 n COUNCIL FOR EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN



COPYRIGHT INFORMATION

TITLE: Resources on Twice-Exceptional Students
SOURCE: Teaching Exceptional Children 38 no1 S/O 2005
PAGE(S): 55-6

WN: 0524400442014

The magazine publisher is the copyright holder of this article and it
is reproduced with permission. Further reproduction of this article in
violation of the copyright is prohibited. To contact the publisher:
http://www.cec.sped.org/

Copyright 1982-2005 The H.W. Wilson Company.  All rights reserved.


